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â€œFollow this professional gardening advice to end up with a balanced, attractive, easy-to-maintain

Florida native garden. It is a gardening book to cherish.â€•â€”Roger L. Hammer, author of Attracting

Hummingbirds and Butterflies in Tropical Florida Â  â€œEverything you need to know from just

getting started to long-term development and maintenance of the native garden of your

dreams.â€•â€”Troy Springer, owner of Springer Environmental Services, Inc. Â  â€œA great resource

for learning some of the best approaches to gardening with natives.â€•â€”Steven W. Woodmansee,

CEO and biologist for Pro Native Consulting Â  The standard dream home gardenâ€”the kind

splashed across magazine coversâ€”typically features emerald lawns and manicured flowerbeds.

But most gardeners soon discover that those picture-perfect landscapes require hard work,

persistent watering and fertilizing, and plenty of pesticides.Â Â Â Â Â Â  As more homeowners free

themselves from the shackles of regular lawn maintenance, they turn to native plants, which

eventually start to look scruffy and scraggly. While there are plenty of guides for establishing a

native landscape, there are few comprehensive resources for their maintenance. Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  In

this easy-to-read, practical, and honest approach to native plant landscaping, botanist and

experienced gardener Ginny Stibolt shares techniques for living with a native landscape and

personal lessons learned over the years. Dispelling the myth that native plants require no

maintenance, she encourages readers with a simple upkeep schedule that is much more flexible

than traditional suburban landscaping. She enumerates the many ecological rewards and covers

the basics of gardening before delving into the removal of invasives and other unwanted plants,

plant selection, planting methods, propagation, as well as the creation of manageable edges,

meadows, groves, and wet sites. Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  This is a must-read for novices and

advanced gardeners alike. Stiboltâ€™s advice can be applied to small yards or large community

properties. With just a little bit of effort and a reimagining of the ideal, gardeners can spend less time

watering and weeding and more time enjoying their handiwork. And Mother Nature will thank them,

too!Â 
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Ginny Stibolt, a freelance writer, botanist, and experienced gardener, is the author of Sustainable

Gardening for Florida and coauthor of Organic Methods for Vegetable Gardening in Florida.Â 

Great information for beginners and experienced gardeners alike. I like that she encourages a more

natural, wild setting.

Wonderful information and a great resource.

This is the author, and this is the book if you are serious about Florida natives.

Daughter is giving this to her Master Naturalist father who lives in central Florida. It arrived in

excellent shape and I know Dad will love.
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